MANGAS  AND  SHIHJRIS

me more like the new country of wide-open spaces. They took an interest
in local affairs aqd society, were accepted accordingly, and the place was
^home to them.

Although the other Arabs, the Shihiris, were always with us, they never
seemed anything but strangers in a strange land. I made friends, however,
with -the local butcher, who was one of them, and, through him, made
connections which drew me finally to the Hadhramaut, as I shall relate.